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Conservation Easements 

The RCLPP also protects land through the purchase of development rights via a conservation easement. 
Conservation easements are proactive tools used to protect rural land, thereby preserving natural resources 
and reducing incompatible development. The RCLPP goals are compatible with local, state, and federal 
partners and frequently those partners, including the Marine Corps Air Station, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service, and local municipalities participated in the purchase o f 
conservation easements. 

Many of these properties continue to be active fanns or working lands contributing to the local economy 
and remain privately owned. Most of the conservation easements are held by BCOLT, which annually 
monitors these easements, however some easements are held by Beaufort County itself. 

Annual monitoring is a very important part of an easement program. Landowners receive payment or 
accept tax benefits in exchange for the easement donation. The organization that holds the easement has a 
duty to ensure no abuses are occurring, and the landowners should be held to the agreements they have 
signed. Monitoring should be completed by a trained individual who understands the conservation 
easement document terms. The IRS guidelines for conservation easement compliance include: 

• The organization must have the commitment to protect the conservation purposes of the donation 
and resources to enforce the restrictions of the conser..-ation easement. Treas. Reg. § 1.170A-
14(c)(1). 

• Organizations that accept easement contributions and are committed to conservation will generally 
have an established monitoring program such as annual property inspections to ensure compliance 
with the conservation easement terms and to protect the easement in perpetuity. 

• The organization must also have the resources to enforce the restrictions of the conservation 
easement. Resources do not necessarily mean cash. Resources may be in the form of volunteer 
services such as lawyers who provide legal services or people who inspect and prepare monitoring 
reports. 

County staff currently monitor the properties listed below on an annual basis to ensure compliance with 
easement terms and conditions: 

Property N arne Acreage Grantee Additional Grantee/Co-holder 
\'(linn Tract 68.91 Beaufort County USDOD 

Penn Center (Tree Farm) 195.41 Beaufort County USDA-NRCS 

Rathbun 27.50 Beaufort County USDOD 
Seabrook Road Donation 14.88 Beaufort County N/A 
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Maintenance and Operations 

As with any land acquisition and passive park program, it is important to have designated responsibility for 
natural resource management and park amenity maintenance. At the time of this report, public use o f 
RCLPP lands is infrequent to nonexistent, therefore maintenance needs are minimal. Once properties 
become improved for public access and use, maintenance needs are going to increase and coordination 
between the county departments will be crucial. 

Various county departments were identified in the Roles and Responsibilities section. T hose departments 
and the coordination between them for planning, development, and maintenance is shown in the figure 
below. Unless otherwise determined through agreements with Friends groups, volunteers, or other entities, 
the process illustrated below will be followed by county staff until such time as an integrated Parks and 
Recreation Division may be created. 
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Strategic Goals 

The following strategic goals closely align with the Beaufort County Comprehensive Plan Land Use and 
Natural Resources chapters and will be reviewed and updated, as needed, every five (5) years coinciding with 
the Beaufort County Comprehensive Plan review period. 

Develop Management and Regulatory Standards 
T he foundation for any public use program requires regulations and standards upon which to build an 
appropriate management system for sustainable long-term public enjoyment. 

• Review and assess existing code and ordinances and, where needed, develop such that will ensure 
perpetual protection of passive park properties and public use thereof. 

• Collaborate with the Finance Department on revenue income from passive park properties and the 
appropriate distribution of such funds towards long-term management of those properties. 

• Collaborate with various County Departments on planning and mapping updates, purchasing and 
construction processes and standards, and maintenance and security requirements. 

• Develop marketing and branding standards for the Beaufort County system of passive parks. 

Implement Planning and Infrastructure Development 
Implementing the appropriate planning processes will ensure proper infrastructure development on the 
passive park properties while maintaining the conservation value of the acquired lands. 

• Assess each passive park property for fencing, gating, access, and boundary posting needs. 

• Develop a priority list of passive park improvement possibilities. 

• Develop individual management plans, which will incorporate land management resource needs, 
public use opportunities, and revenue generation possibilities. 

Collaborate with Stakeholders 

Collaboration with various stakeholder groups is crucial in the successful planning of public use projects in 
order to optimize needs of the community and protection of the natural resources. 

• Continue to coordinate with the Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Program Board on 
acquisition of properties that enhance the existing system of lands and are consistent with the 
Beaufort County Comprehensive Plan and Greenprint. 

• Engage co-owners, funding partners, adjacent landowners, neighboring communities, and other 
stakeholders during the conceptual master planning process for passive park properties. 

Create an integrated Parks and Recreation Division 
The long-term success of a Passive Park Program will depend on the eventual creation of a Division 
dedicated to the continued development, maintenance, and operations of the system of county parks. 

• Create a need assessment for a Parks and Recreation Division, which will include an organizational 
structure, park maintenance needs and costs, staffing and/ or contractual requirements, and funding 
possibilities. 

• Collaborate with County administrators and County Council towards the creation of the Division. 
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Passive Park Location Maps 

The fo llowing m aps illustrate the locations of the identified Rural and Critical Land Preservation P rogram 
Passive Park properties in the north and south parts of Beaufort County. 
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Passive Park Properties 
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Passive Park Priorities Table 

The following table provides a prioritized list o f passive park properties and their public use and revenue generation possibilities. All tiers, terms, and 
acronyms are defined in the Acronyms and Definitions section on page 3. 

Friends Public Use Po tential Revenue Generation Potential 

Prope rty N am e 
Location Group I I 

(Nor S) l'3rk.Jng/ 
I 

Pa,·ed 

1 
Unp.,·ed I P1cnic I Campmg 

C3noc/ I Spec•~ I 13e3ch 
Timber 

User 
E\"enl$ 1 Conccss•ons Potential Restrnoms l T rails Tr:ul~ i\rc3s I K3pk Resource Access Fees 

Tier 1 Priorities 
Fort Fremont N y P/ lt X X X 11/C X X X X 
Crpt3l l-1kc N y 1'/ R X X I'UF X X 
W!dl(con Point s y P/ R X X X PUF X X 
New R"·ersidc Regional Park+ s y P/ R X X X X X PUF X X X X 
Beach City Road s y P/ R X X 11/C X X X 
Mobley/ 41' Hummock s y 1'/ R X X P UF X 

Tier 2 Priorities 
Kcvscrling/Fort Frederick N y I' X X X 11/C, I'UF 
Duncan Farms N N 1'/ R X 
North Williman/ Buzzard Island N N X X 
Alt3m3ha Town l lcri t3).,'C Preserve s N I' X X 11 /C 
Obtic Marsh /Olsen s y P/R X X X X PUF X X X 

Wngh• Familr Park s y 1'/R X X X 11/C, PUF X X 

Tier 3 Priorities 
lhttcy-Wilson N y 1'/ R X X X PUF X 
Okauc Rcg.on3ll'resen·c+ s y 1'/1{ X X X PUF X X 
McLeod N y P/ R X X X X X PUF X X 
Fo rd Shell Ring s y p X X 11/C, PUF 

lhlr N y X X X X PUF X X 
Mitchch-illc llc:1ch s y p X X I'UF X 
Stallon Creek N y 1'/ R X X X PUF 
Pinckney Po int s y 1'/ lt X X X X X 11/C, PUF X X X 
Amgray N N I' X X X 
Smncr Preserve s y p X X X PUF 

JcnknlS Creek/ J enkins r slands N y 1' X X X PUF 
Ok3tic H n·er Park s y 1'/ R X X X X PUF X X 
Lucky N N p X X X 
l\bmgauh Neck Curndor+ s y P/ R X X X X PUF X X 
Barrell Landing s y p X X X 
Adams N N X 

Tier 4 Priorities 
Charlotte I stand N N X X X X X 
McDowcll llummocks N N X X X X 
fllu fiton Park s N X 
lh .xtcr• s N p X X 
Amber Karr' N N I' X X 
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Shell Pomt • N N I' 
Boundary Street' N y 1'/ R X 
Brcw<·r Mcmon:tl l':trk~ N y I' :X 
The c;rccn~ N y 

Green's Shell Park~ ::; y 1'/ R X 
Oyster Foctory P~rk~ ~ y P/ R X 
Pmckney Colony l'ork~ s y I' 

+Pork property IS comprisnl of muluplc Lncts 
·Site 1< unsUit~bl~ for pubhc usc until such ume "'future bnd acqut<lt1ons unpr"' c pubhc access. 
~sue 1s ~lrcody J c,·cluped, open t<> the publ1c, and bu n)\ m~uuamcd . 
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X X 

X X X 
X X X PUF X 

X X 
X X PUF 
X X X 11 /C. PUF X X 
X X 




